Welcome to the PTF Quarterly Newsletter
We hope you enjoy the third issue of the PTF Quarterly
Newsletter. Founded in 1967 to help grow
the sport of polo with an emphasis on youth, the PTF
continues this mission through its many projects.

UVa. Interscholastic Clinic
The Polo Training Foundation was proud to co-sponsor
the third annual interscholastic polo clinic and
tournament at the Virginia Polo Center in Charlottesville,
Va. August 7-9, 2014. The Virginia Polo Center home of
the University of Virginia Polo Team provides a unique
environment for this clinic. They have a big indoor arena
and a larger than regulation sized outdoor ring. Add to
this a string of great lesson ponies and you have the
perfect setting for the program.
Virginia coach Lou Lopez, Jr., PTF Executive Director,
Danny Scheraga, and Cornell Alum Dr. Trevor Wells
provided instruction to 27 students from up and down the
east coast and California. They were ably assisted by
current and former I/I players Posey Obrecht(Garrison
Forest and University of Kentucky), Hunter Jelsch
(Michigan State), Devon Jones (U.Va.) and Marissa
Wells(Maryland Polo Club). After a brief introduction
to the clinic by Lou Lopez, Danny Scheraga started the
clinic off with all 27 students in the large outdoor
Virginia Arena performing cavalry drills. It was a great
warm-up for what lay ahead.
The groups were then divided into three groups
(Wildcats, Cavaliers, and Huskies) which rotated through
the three instructors. Trevor Wells worked with the
players on hitting skills, Lou Lopez did penalty shots,
and Danny Scheraga did riding for polo. The players
then broke for dinner which was followed by chukkers.
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Day two brought more drills in the morning, with each
coach expanding upon the day before. After lunch the
students rotated through a series of seminars. Lopez
taught arena strategy, Scheraga reviewed rules, and
Wells spoke about horse care with emphasis on issues
with polo ponies. Dinner was again followed by
chukkers. It was thrilling to watch the improvement as
the students incorporated the skills they had learned
during the lesson sessions into their game.

The final day was the tournament. Each team played
round robin within their group, and although one team
won on the scoreboard in each division, everyone felt
they had won with new and improved skills and new
polo friends. Each group had a most improved player.
Tommy Costello from California was the most improved
Wildcat, Catie Stuek from Maryland was the most
improved Cavalier, and Emmie Golkosky from Virginia
was the most improved Husky.
In his closing remarks Lou Lopez, Jr. complimented all
the students for their thirst for knowledge, and their
efficiency in getting horses ready and helping to keep the
clinic on schedule and running smoothly. The students
and parents were already talking about next year.
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England Summer Exchange
Reported by Michael Harrison Azzaro
The Polo Training Foundation sponsored a polo exchange
trip to England July 19-28. The players Harrison Azzaro,
Cipi Echezarreta, Rachel Kelly and Christian Weisz were
selected from a pool of twelve applicants who had
participated in PTF clinics and tournaments. The PTF is
extremely grateful to Oliver Hughes and his staff at the
Hurlingham Polo Association; Andy and Sharon Cork our
main hosts and the families that hosted us: Chris and
Rebecca Townsend, Nick and Anna Wiles, Stuart and Debs
Lodge, and Stewart and Samantha Coid; the clubs that
invited us to play on their fields, The Norfolk Polo Club,
The Beaufort Polo Club, Longdole Polo Club, and Silver
Leys Polo Club. In addition the PTF and the players
appreciated all the wonderful horses loaned to us
throughout our trip. One of our student players, Harrison
Azzaro wrote the following essay about the trip.

son Marcus. After we got the rental car we rode in two
separate cars to the Gold Cup final at Cowdray Park. At the
finals I got to see my uncle, Bill Cox, and players Adolfo
Cambiaso and Facundo Pieres. When the game was over
we had a picnic by the field. That night we stayed with the
Corks.
On Monday we went to Charlie Townsend’s family farm,
the Norfolk Polo club to stick-n-ball. There we met his
parents, our hosts, Chris and Rebecca and his brother Tom.
That night we stayed at cottages on the Townsend farm.
The next day was our first game. We played against
Charlie and Tom Townsend, Paul Newman and Charlie
Tighe. In the last chukker it was tied up 3-3. On one play I
was going to make a near side neck shot and lost my
stirrups, I gripped the horse even tighter with my legs but
when I went for the shot I got bumped hard and the bump
knocked me off my horse. Luckily I was okay and got back
on. We ended up losing that game 4-3, but all that mattered
was that we had fun so we were all right and we had really
begun to develop as a team.
On Wednesday we went to watch a kid’s game at a club
called Dubai. The game was quite good. After the game
we were introduced to our new host families. We were all
split up except for me and Christian. We stayed with Mr.
and Mrs. Scheraga at Nick and Anna Wiles house. Cipi
went with Stuart and Debs Lodge and Rachel stayed with
Stewart and Samantha Coid.

Cipriano Echezarreta, Harrison Azzaro, Christian Weisz
and Rachel Kelly.

My Polo Training Foundation sponsored polo trip to
England was a whole lot of fun! My dad and sister took me
Longdole Polo Club: Team PTF with Tom severn, Thomas Coid,
Mimi Severn, and Arthur Luard, and sitting K/R Parmar, Adel
to the airport in Houston. Saying goodbye to them was sad
Delaye, Tomas Schwenke and Felix Dupont.
but exciting at the same time. When I landed in Miami I
had only about five minutes to get to the gate before it
Thursday came and we had a late afternoon game at The
closed. Mr. Scheraga was waiting for me when I came out
Beaufort Polo Club against Ed Walker, Freddie Younger,
of the airplane. On the flight from Miami to England I was
Felix Dupont and Tomas Schwenke . That game wasn’t the
seated on the aisle seat. My teammates Cipi Echezarreta
hardest game because our opponents were younger than us.
and Christian Weisz were in the middle with Rachel Kelly
We ended up winning 7-0. After the game Claire
on the outside seat. I watched several movies and talked a
Tomlinson presented the trophies and recommended that
lot with Cipi. Finally after eight hours we got to England
whenever we travel and borrow horses, we should call the
and our main host Andy Cork was waiting for us with his
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owners the next day to make sure their horses had come out
okay. We then had a BBQ and a futbol (soccer) game. That
night, Christian and I were pretty tired, we fell asleep very
fast. Friday came and we had another game at Longdole
Polo Club courtesy of Will and Zahra Lucas. It was a round
robin. The first team that we played we beat 3-1. The
second team was ahead 2-0 with 1:30 on the clock. Then I
told Christian: “let’s score two goals fast” and we ended up
scoring the two goals with our determination. One goal by
me and one goal by Christian, with passing help from Cipi
and Rachel. In England there is no 30 second overtime
during the last period of our round robin game so we came
in second place because the team we tied with had a higher
score against the team we beat. After the game there was a
dinner party at the Lodge’s house.

2014 PTF I/I Player of the Year
Award Winners
Male Intercollegiate Player
Patrick Uretz - Westmont College
Daniel J. Wallace Jr. Intercollegiate Female Player
Vicky Friedrichs - University of Virginia
Male Interscholastic Player
Wyatt Harlow – Natania Polo Team
Female Interscholastic Player
Marissa Wells - Maryland Polo Club

The 2014 PTF I/I Awards will be presented in
Scottsdale Arizona on Friday October 24th.

Polo College Fair
The PTF is hosting a second College Fair to introduce
high school students to collegiate coaches and their
programs. This fair will be held Saturday September 27th
on the PTF-owned Hickox Fields at the Meadowbrook
Club in Old Westbury, NY.

Silver Leys Polo Club: Marcus, Ollie and Jason Cork and Henry
Sharp with Danny Scheraga and Team PTF.

The next day we went to the Coronation Cup which Adolfo
and Facundo played together. My uncle was the physiotherapist for the Argentine team. I was able to sit with them
in the player’s tent. That was the last time that I saw my
uncle Bill on the trip. On Sunday we had our last game at
the Silver Leys Polo Club which we tied 7-7. We all had
amazing horses that game. Christian had to ride one that
was 16 hands. He had never been on one that big before.
There was a BBQ after the game and we had prizes. Cipi
was named MVP. That night we stayed at the Corks. Then
Monday came, the day of departure. It was a sad feeling
but at the same time a good feeling to leave the UK to go
home. It was an amazing trip to me, I am grateful to the
PTF, the Scheragas and all the host families, my amazing
uncle Bill, my family and the owners of all the horses I
used. I hope to go back soon.

The first College Fair was held in Wellington, FL in
April. We plan on making these regular events at
different locations across the continent, so all current
high school players can have direct contact with many
college coaches. Find more information about the
college fair on the back page of this newsletter

The Future of Polo
We hope you are enjoying our quarterly newsletters. The
PTF continues its mission to help grow the sport of polo
with an emphasis on youth through its many projects:

Thank you for the amazing, once in a life time trip.









Sincerely,
Michael Harrison Azzaro.
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Academic Scholarships for Intercollegiate players
Clinics for young and old players
Virginia Polo Center high school clinic
Florida Junior and Youth Polo
Eldorado Junior Polo
International Junior Exchanges
Mack Jason Leadership Program keeping
Intercollegiate Alumni in polo
Intercollegiate, Interscholastic, Umpire, and
Volunteer recognition awards
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